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2 T1iMoTHY, ii. 16. 


But ſhun profane and vain babblings fer they will 
increaſe unto more ungodlingſi. 


HEN. any infectious, fatal diſtemper becomes 

| epidemical, it is the part of humanity to 
offer a ſure preventive. When iniquity abounds, 
and there is imminent danger of being infected with 
its deadly contagion, eſpecially when it is conveyed 
in the vehicle of diverſion, it is the duty of a faith- 
ful friend, to warn all to whom he hath acceſs, eſ- 
pecially the young and unftable,. againſt the ſpecious 
deluſion. I hope therefore, my Friends, that you 
will nat only bear with me, but do me the juſtice 
to believe, that I am acting a friendly part and con- 
ſulting your beſt intereſt, while I devote one diſcourſe 
to warn you all, and eſpecially the young, againſt 
the fatal influence of the play-houſe, and endeavour 
to diſſuade you from a place; fo dangerous to virtue 
and religion. —— Whatever the exhortation in the 
text particularly refers to, I think it is fairly ap- 
A 2 plicable 
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plicable to the diverſion, from which J would pre- 
ſerve you, For almoſt all our plays are profane and 
vain babblings, and they increaſe unto more ungodlineſs ; 
that is, tho' they may appear rather trifling than 
miſchievous, they will be in the iſſue greatly 
miſchievous. They will, as the apoſtle adds, ſpread 
like a gangrene; Corrupt thoſe who hear them, lead 
them to corrupt others, and ſo the miſchief will 
become dreadfully extenſive, Therefore they are to 
be ſhunned. Such babblings ſhould not be uttered 
they ſhould not be heard; and no countenance is 
to be given to thoſe who utter them. My deſign is 
to ſhow, by ſeveral weighty arguments, the bad ef- 
fe& of attending the play-houſe. Theſe I hope will, 
by the divine blefling, have ſome influence upon 
your hearts; and lead every one to ſhun it, who 
hath a tender conſcience and a reverence for the 
authority and judgment of the great Gop, Let it 
then be conſidered that attending the play-houfe — 
hath a tendency to corrupt the morals, — to gire 
the mind a light and vain turn, and unfit it for 
rational and pious exerciſes, — that it is a ſinful 
waſte both of time and money, — that they who fre- 
quent it, do miſchief to others by their countenance 
and example, and — act contrary to the Judgment 
and advice of the moſt wiſe and pious men in afl 
es. And let me obſerve, before J proceed, that 
ſeveral of theſe arguments are equally applicable to 
ſome other faſhionable diverſions. Conſider, 


1. The play-houſe tends to corrupt the morals of 
thoſe who attend it. 


Moſt of the ſentiments, which are inculcated there, 
have this tendency. Vice is ſet off with every charm, 
by 
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by which it can be adorned; and virtue, at leaſt 
piety, often repreſented in a ridiculous light 3 ſo as 
to prejudice young minds againſt it, It is well 
known, that pride and revenge, unchtiſtian reſent- 
ment and falſe honour ; that duels and ſelf-murder, 
make a conſiderable part of moſt of our plays, and 
are the conduct and paſſions often recommended in 
them. Love between the ſexes, the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt dangerous paſſion in the human frame, attend- 
ed with intrigue, combating with . parental authority, 
jealouſy, rivals, and other oppoſition, make a part 
of almoſt every play; and it is * deſcribed by play. 
writers, as if their aim was to raiſe a whirlwind, 
which was to ſweep down reaſon, religion, decency 
and to carry away before it every duty 1. Charac- 
ters are often. drawn, which are no' where to be 
found : perſons and things repreſented in an extra- 
vagant, falſe light: ſo that the mind contracts a 
romantick: turn; the jodgment i is corrupted and the 
conduct injured. When real characters are repre- 
ſented, they are often bad characters; yet ſome- 
times painted in an amiable light, and diveſted of 
what is ſhocking. The rake and debauchee is the 
favourite character, and often rewarded at the end 
of the play: while the man of ſtrict virtue and 
gravity is deſcribed as an hypocrite, or made an 
ob:e& of ridicule. In ſome of theſe compoſitions 
adultery and fornication are made light of, while 
marriage, Gop's holy ordinance, is ridiculed ; ſo- 
briety put out of countenance, and modeity laughed 
at. — The language of moſt plays is as bad as 
their ſentiments, They abound in profaneneſs, oaths, 
A 3 | curſes, 
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curſes, taking the name of Gov in vain, and mak- 
ing a jeſt of ſerious things. Many of the plays: 
moſt commonly acted, are full of indecent lan- 
guage, or of words and phraſes of double meaning: 
and things are often uttered in the theatre, which 
no modeſt perſons would utter in company, or hear 
uttered by others, without reckoning themſelves 
affronted. It abounds with * Filihine/s, fooliſh talks 
ing and jeſting, which St. Paul faith, are not 
once to be named among faints ;“ where many 
criticks ſuppoſe he particularly refers to the ſtaye, 
— Now when this is the cafe, I think nothing can 
be plainer, than that it is a very dangerous place- 
to the ſouls of men, Plays excite and ſtrengthen 
thoſe paſſions, which it is the buſineſs of chriſti« 
ans to prevent and reſtrain; they put their virtue 
to an unneceſſary trial; expoſe them to temptations. 
to lewdneſs, pride, revenge, profane and filthy lan- 
guage, and every indeceney. — All. theſe 13 
are enforced, and theſe paſſions heightened, by 
action, ſcenery, mufitk and company. Ae hon the. 
ſenſes and the ſoul being thus aſſaulted N once, 
it is no wonder that ſach * evil communications 
corrupt good manners — The truth of theſe re- 
marks will further appear, if you conſider, that the 
writers and actors of plays have been, in general, 
the vileſt of men, If plays were a wirtuons, nfeful. 
entertainment, as ſome pretend, the a&#ors of them 
who enter more into the parts than ſpeftators, would 
undoubtedly be perfons of ſobriety, purity, œtono- 
my and a regular eonvetfation, and would at leaſt 
have ſome appearante of religion,” Bar the contrary. 
3s. 
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is notorious; and appeats _— from the lives of 
ſome authors and many actors of plays, which have 
been written, even by their friends. And doth not this 
confirm the truth and juſtice of my argument; at 
leaſt give ſufficient cauſe of ſuſpicion, that the play- 
houfe is a great corrupter of the morals of men? 
— But, if it doth not make men optaly — | 
yet, 


2. It gives the mind a light and vain turn, and 
unfits it for rational, pious exerciſes. 


And thus theſe profatie and vain babdlings increaſe 
unte bre wneodlingſs, A round of diverſions of any 
kind, efpecially this, as certainly takes off all reli- 
gious impreſſions, as ſenſuality Kfelf, And indeed 
it is but a mote refined ſenſuality, and makes men 
« Jovers of pleaſure mare than lovers of GOD.“ Every 
thing that teſſens a deep and ſerious fenſe of reli- 
gion, ix exceedingly dangerous. The theatre gives 
young minds a turn for romahce and extravagance, 
aad a habit of idlenefs and trifling z by which they 
are unfitted for the ſober affairs of common life, 
arid contract an averſion to every thing that is grave 
and pious, It fills company with trifling, unprofit- 
able converſation. It gives the foſter fex an air of 
boldneſs and confidence, very unbecoming the ehriſ- 
tian ot the gentlewoman. It unfits heads of fami- 
lies for domeſtick cares and bufineſs, by filling their 
minds with vain and grahd idea above their rank 
and ſtation. It is moſt pernicious to the homility 
and ſubjeftion of ſervants ; eſpeeially by raifing in 
their minds romantick notions of love and intrigue, 
and. thus they are eaſily ſeduced by the corrupt and: 
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the artful to lewdneſs and ruin. When the mind. 
is once brought into this idle, trifling, romantick 
ſtate, the tranfition to the practice of iniquity is. 
eaſy and natural, as melancholy experience ſhows. 
But the grand evil of it, and which even the beſt 
minds are in danger of feeling, is, that it unfits and. 
indiſpoſes the heart for the exerciſes of religion; 
for ſerious and devout meditation upon Gop and 
the great concerns of the ſoul and eternity. The 
buſy ſcenes, in which a perfon hath been engaged: 
at the play-houſe, will crowd in again upon the 
mind, The wain babblings which he hath heard, 
will be uppermoſt, and his fancy be defiled. by the. 
licentious language, which hath been made fami- 
liar to it. It can hardly be expected, that he ſhould. 
come with any reliſh,) or even ſeriouſneſs, to read. 
and meditate upon the holy ſcriptures. Very diffe- 
rent ideas, than they ſuggeſt, will engroſs his. 
thoughts. If his conſcience will not be eaſy with- 
out ſomething like prayer, it can ſcarcely be a i- 
r:tual ſervice, after the ſenſual, or at beſt trifling,. 
ſcenes, to which he hath been a witneſs, And I. 
may appeal to the conſciences of thoſe, who are 
moſt fond of this diverſion, whether they ever found. 


that it added ſeriouſneſs to their ſpirits, fixedneſs, - 


of attention and warmth of affection to their devo- 
tional exerciſes. Or whether. they muſt not acknow-. 


ledge, (as mary, who were once fond of it, have: 


done, ) that it left behind an indiſpoſition and diſre- 
liſh for every thing that was grave, ſerious, devout. 
and heavenly. And if this be not a. dreadful effect, 
I know not what is. 

+ kk 


— 


. 
=> 


— 


frequenting tlie Play - Jou ſu. 9 
X It occaſions a ſinful waſte of time and money: 


And this, tho? the recreation itſelf ſhould be allow+ 
ed to be innocent, will deſerve the conſideration of 
every chriſttan, Tine is an ineſtimable jewel, and 
graciouſly given us, that we may prepare for a bleſ- 
ſed eternity. And three or four hours of a day are 
quite too much to be ſpent in any amuſement 
whatſoever ;- eſpecially by thoſe, whoſe circumſtan- 
ces require motion, rather than reſt, as a recreation; 
particularly by thoſe, who are moſt apt to complain 
of the length of religious ſervices. The manner 
of ſpending: his time is a concern of great moment to 
a ſerious chriſtian, and he * trembles for fear of 
God's righteous judgments,” when he reads thoſe 
awful words, © Caſt the wnprofirable ſervant into 
outer darkneſs;* Bat this diverſion is attended with 
another diſadvantage alſo; that it breaks-in upon 
family-order and regularity ; the ſtated hours for 
ſamily- buſineſs, meals and devotion, if there be any; 3 
and leaves room for much idleneſs, waſte and diſ- 
order at home. — Nor is the money devoted to 
this purpoſe, a light conſideration. For how ever 
well particular' perſons may afford the expence, it 
leaves them ſo much leſs for pious and charitable 
uſes. And money, as well as time, is a talent for 
which we are to be accountable to God. Unleſs: 
it hath, in ſome way or other, been employed for his 
glory, we ſhall be condemned as unprofitable ſervants. 
It is to be feared; that they who are moſt fond of 
diverſion, are ſo far from being the moſt generous, 
that they are often unjuſt : they purſue their pleaſures; - 


while their debts are unpaid ;- or gtatify their taſte” 
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by fraud and oppreſſion, or to the great injury 


of their families. — I am to add further, that at 
tending the play-houſec,, 


4+ Is doing injury to others, by the countenance 
and example which it gives to them. 


This is particularly the cafe, when heads of fami« 
lies, when the ſober and the virtuous, who make a 
profeflion of religion, attend it. Theſe may think: 
and ſay, that they are ſure, they ſhall receive no 
harm. But (not to urge that this very confidence 
ſhows, that they are in peculiar danger of being 
corrupted) I would obferve, that by encouraging the: 
players, they ate * partakers of their fins,” and con« 
tribute to the miſchief which they do. It is genes 
rally allowed, that the very ptofeſlion is mean and 
ſordid, The actors perſonate fo many characters, 
that they have none of their own; or none but what 
are contemptible. Perſons of ſenſe and true polite» 
neſs ſhun the company of the generality of them, 
as much as fools and rakes court it. But their 
occupation is not only mean, but uncbriſtian and 
miſchievous, Therefore they who contribute to ſup- 
port them in it, countenance and encourage vice; 
tho' they themſelves may not at preſent be injured; 
—— The example of - thoſe, who frequent the play- 
houſe is likewife of bad influence, If you who do 
it, can afford the expence of this amuſement, others, 
who cannot, will follow, and will plead, your ex- 
ample. With what face can heads of families deny 
their children, or even their fervants, liberty to go, 
when they go themſclves; eſpecially as the latter 
ate fond of apeing their ſuperiours, and proviſion 
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n made for their having the fame entertainment at 
a cheaper rate. You may ſoon find, to your coſt, 
that hereby your domeſticks will have their heads 
raiſed above their ſtation, enjoy their pleaſures at 
your Expetite, and puniſh yod for the bad example 
you have ſet them, by their idleneſs, inſolence and 
extravagance. — It is further to be caüdeved, that 
the miads of many others of the lowet ranks may 
be in more daoger of being corrupted by this a- 
muſement than yours: yet, having the ſanction of 
your example, they will allow themſelves in it. If 
you can make a ſhift to vindicate your own conduct, 
doth it not deferve to be conſidered, what injury it 
may do to them? You may, by ſome artful eva- 
ſions, attend with little or no ſcruple: they may 
go with a doubting conſcience, and ſo be ſeduced. 
into fin and ruin. And will you put your pleaſures 
in the balance with the intereſt of an immortal 
ſoul? St. Paul hath peremptorily determined againſt- 
you in the ſtrongeſt terms: Take heed, leſt by 
any means your liberty becomes a ſtumbling- block 
to the weak. For if any man ſee thee, who haſt 
knowledge and profeſſeſt religion, * fitting in an 
idols temple,” or a play-houſe, ſhall not his weak 
conſcience be emboldened”? to fit there too, and 
probably do worſe? * So that when ye fin againſt. 
your brethren and enſnare them, ye fin againſt 
Chriſt.“ And wilt thou be acceſſary to the * deſtruc- 
tion of thy brother, for whom Chriſt died + ?” 
Therefore it is our duty to abſtain from ſuch prac- 
tices and diverſions, which, tho' lawful and inno- 
cent in themſelves, may be the occaſion of leading: 


35 others 
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others to ſin againſt Gov, and fo n their 
fouls, —] add, once more, 


5. It is, acting contrary to the judgment and ad- 
vice of the moſt wiſe and pious men in all ages. 


And I hope this thought will have ſome weight: 
with. all modeſt and thoughtful perſons, eſpecially- 
the young. I might here urge, that no ſuch di- 


verſion was ever known among the Jews, Gobp's: 


ancient people: that tho' it was allowed by ſome- 


kiathen ſtates, the actors were reckoned infamous, 


and excluded from all honourable poſts, and ſervices.. 
Not one of them could, in the early ages of chriſti-- 
anity, be admitted into the church, without quit-- 


ting this profeſſion, All converts were required, at- 


their baptiſm, to * renounce the pomps and vani-- 
ties of this wicked world ;* by which was princi-- 
pally meant the play-houſe. This language 1s till: 
uſed in the form of baptiſm in the church of Erg-- 
land. ſo that thoſe who attend it, do in effect: 
renounce their baptiſmal engagements, I might 
mention many councils-and canons, in the early ages- 
of chriftianity, by. which this diverſion was abſolute- 
ly forbidden, as inconſiſtent with the character of a 
chriſtian, and deſtructive of a life of godlineſs, I 
would obſerve, that the moſt wiſe and pious divines- 
of every denomination among us, have cenſured it 
and diſſuaded from it. And it is remarkable that 
thoſe, who have moſt freely cenſured it, have had, 
from their ſituation and connections, the beſt oppor- 
tunities of knowing what miſchief it produceth. I 


particularly refer to the archbiſhops Uher and Tillat- 
Jon, Mr. Seed, and 2 others of the eſtabliſned. 


church 3 
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church; and Dr. Watts and Mr. Barker among the 
diſſenters. Archbiſhop Tillotſon in particular, candid: 


and gentle as he was, calls the play-houſe, with 


great beauty and propriety, * the Devil's Chappel, 
and the ſchool and nurſery of lewane/s and vice and- 


ſpeaking of parents, who take their children there, 


he calls them Monfters, and adds, I had ahnoft 
ſaid, Devils.” Now I think the opinion of ſo many 
judicious and holy men ought to have great weight,. 
to lead you to ſuſpect your own judgment or your 
own piety, if you are otherwiſe minded: and the 
rather, as thus, you will grieve pious miniſters and fel- 
low-chriſtians; which ought to have ſome weight 
with you, —I may add, that actors“ performing in 
moſt towns, is a notorious violation of the laws of 
our country, however magiſtrates may connive at it, 
'Fherefore no one who fears Gop, honours the king, 
reverenceth the laws, or conſulteth the publick 
welfare, ought. to give any countenance to ſuch 
tranſgreſſors. 


Bot as men are very expert at finding excuſes 
for walking in the ways of their hearts and follow- 
ing the faſhion ; and prone to ſatisfy themſelves 
with thoſe which are weak and inſufficient, let me 
conſider the principal pleas which are offered for 
attending the play- houſe, 


Many plead that f i a diverſion.” They ſay 
© that Gop and religion allow recreation.“ This 1 
readily acknowledge, But conſider, the end of di- 
verſion is, as the very word imports, to give the 
mind a little relaxation from important cares; to 
refreſh the ſpirits and fit us for returning, with 

Ga greater 
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greater ability and reliſh, to the common buſineſs 
of life and to religion, Every recreation that doth 
not anſwer theſe ends, is an unlawful one. Now 
I think it cannot be reaſonably ſaid of the play- 
houſe,. that it anſwers theſe ends. There is too: 
much fine ſpent: there, for it to be an innocent 
divetſion. If it deeply fixeth the attention and ſtrong- 
ly intereſts the heart, it not only extites thoſe paſ- 
ſions, which chriſtianity was deſigned to reſtrain, 
but actually becomes a fatigve, Beſides, as I hinted- 
above, exerciſe is the proper recreation of: thoſe, 
whoſe buſineſs very much confines them at home, or- 
to a ſitting poſture; and reading and converſation: 
ſhould be the recreation of others. — Further, are there 
not other diverſions to be found, leſs hazardous to 
virtue, leſs ſuſpicious ;. more ſafe, innocent and ho- 
nourable, more becoming chriſtians? Can you ſay, 
that you go to the play-houſe to glorify Gop ? 
That you. do it heartily. as to the Lord ;* with 
good intentions, conſcientious views, under a ſenſe- 
of God's preſence and with a deſire to pleaſe him? 
In ſhort, can you ſay, that you go there to anſwer 
any good end, which may not be better and more 
ſafely attained another way? Can you ſeriouſly and 
ſolemnly aſk the bleſſing of God on this diverſion ? 
If you can not, it is far from being innocent: and 
any improvements which you may there be ſuppoſed: 
to make in politeneſs. and the knowledge of the 
world, will be a ſmall equivalent for riſquing your 
virtue and the ſeriouſneſs of your ſpirits, 

You may perhaps plead, that many ethers attend 
it; that the generality do.” But this is indeed the 
weakeſt of all arguments, Gop commands us not. 

to 
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to follow a multitude to do evil; not to be conformed 
to this world; not to walk as others walk in the 
vanity of their minds, but to abſtain from the ap- 
fearancs of evil.” There are many things, in which 
you muſt dare to be ſingular, and for which you 
muſt bear to be bantered,. if you will be chriſtians 
and lay hold on eternal life. Yet cuſtom and 
faſhion and the fear of ſneers, frighten our youth 
out of their principles and their ſouls; and they 
are aſhamed; of being thought ſingularly wiſe and 
good. If any perſons. laugh at you for ſober and 
honourable fingularity, look upon them as your 
enemies; keep out of their company, and even 
© ſcorn the ſcorners +/—But you may plead-that © ma- 
ny. good. people frequent the play-houſe,* You would 
probably think me uncharitable, if I were to diſpute 
this aſſertion, But good people is a very looſe term; 
and if inſtead of good, you will put that old- faſhion - 
ed term holy, or that uſed in. the text, godly, and 
will judge of men, not by the relaxed and faſhion» 
able morality of the preſent age, but by the word 
of Gon, it will be found, that few, if any, truly 
holy and godly men frequent it; or if they do, 
it is no part of their goodneſs. But this plea is 
ſtill nothing to the purpoſe. The queſtion is not, 
what others do, but what is right and lawful in its 
ſelf ; what is moſt confiſtent with, and agreeable to, 
a profeſſion of godlineſs. By far the majority of good 
men decline going to the theatre, and firongly ad- 
viſe others againſt it. Whereas no openly vicious 
man declines going upon principle, In this caſe, 
examine, not a particular character, but the prevail- 

+ Prov, iii. 34. 
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ing part. The worſt men ſhow, in general, a great” 


fondneſs for this diverſion ; the moſt wiſe and pious, 
an averſion to it. And is this a recommendation 
to you? Conſider among your acquaintance, whe- 


ther thoſe who are moſt eager for it, or thoſe who 


ſhun and diſapprove it, appear to fear Gop and 
mind religion moſt; and with which of them would 
you chuſe to have your eternal lot and portion. 
Let me add, that fince this ptea is ſo often urged, 
all who make a credible. profeſſion of religion, ſhould 
be careful not to give occaſion for it, and lead 
others into ſin by their example. — To plead that 
you muſt attend the play-houſe on account of 
your buſineſs and intereſt, and to oblige your euſ- 
tomers and friends,” is very: trifling. The man 
who fears Gop and reverences his own conſcience, 
will firſt conſider, whether it be lawful and inno- 

cent in itſelf, or may not do miſchief to bimſelf, 
or to others; who may be enſnared by his example. 
He will traſt providence with his fecular intereſt in 
the way of daty and ſafety, whomſoever he may. 


be likely to diſoblige by walking in it: he will. 


never run the riſque of loſing his ſoul for the gain 
of the whole world. Beſides, an upright, conſcien- 
. tious, conſiſtent chriſtian will be eſteemed for his- 
| Readineſs, and loſe nothing upon the whole by it. 


Some plead, that they never go, but when good: 


plays are acted.“ To this I anſwer, the number of 
good ones is exceedingly ſmall. The beſt are very: 
feldom acted, eſpecially im the country. Some have 
been rejected, as too grave for the ſtage, or have ſoon 
loſt their credit there. Even a good play, that is, 
an innocent one, is ſeldom acted, without the ad- 
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dition of ſome ſcandalous farce or indecent ſongs. 


For one or two, which may be called good, there 


are ſcores which have many hateful paſſages in, 


them, that are not fit to be read or heard by any 
ſober, modeſt perſons. And indeed it cannot be 
otherwiſe. The queſtion is not, what the theatre 
may be. made, but what it is. A virtuous ſet of 
players (if that could be ſuppoſed), who only ated 
good plays, would ſtarve, The audience will give 
law to the actors, and have the entertainment to 


their taſte: and as the bulk of the audience are. | 


perſons of no principles, they muſt and will, have 
bad plays to ſuit their taſte. A late writer who. 
allows, that * the form of the drama is the beſt. 
calculated, of all ſpecies of writing, to convey and. 
enforce the nobleſt ſentiments both of the head and. 
heart,“ faith of the preſent age, From the teeth. 
outward the ſtage may be. more chaſte than for- 
merly; but in fact we fear, it is equally, if not 


more licentious. Tho” the taſte of the people may 


not be that of verbal licentiouſneſs, more actual. 
vice may lurk under the dreſs of decency, than 
dares to appear under the groſs garb of ribaldry.. 
It is, for this re«ſon however, more fatally ſeduc-. 
tive 1. There are undoubtedly ſome noble and- 
moral ſentiments in a few. compoſitions of this 
kind :. but they have none equal to the purity of. 
the chriſtian. character: and ſome of the beſt have 
ſentiments in them quite inconfiſtent with it 4. 
But if a perſon will go, when * plays are acted, 


he 
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T I do not except Addiſon's Cato, of which,. it. is well 1 
Budgell and others made. ſo bad an uſe. 
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he will ſcarcely know where to ſtop; and the ar- 
guments of waſting time and money, encouraging 
vice and doing miſchief to others, fill remain in 
their full force, If the theatre be a ſchool of virtue, 
as ſome have afferted, who I believe know little 
what virtue is, it is ſarptizing that the moſt holy 
men in every age ſhould have condemned it, and 
that the feriptures ſhould never recommend it in 
this view. If it be a dangerous amuſement in 
general, no pretence of receiving inftrution by it, 
will warrant a concurrence in it. — So that when 
theſe argutnents are weighed, and the vanity of 
theſe pleas duly conſrdered, I think this diverſion 
muſt be pronounced unlawful: and that every ehriſ- 
tian, who values the favour of Gop, the purity ant 
peace of his own conſcience, and the honour of 
his profeſſion, will abſtain from it, how ever faſhion- 
able it may be, and how ſtrongly ſoever he may be 
folicited or inclined to attend it. But if perſons: 
will give themſelves no trouble to confider, whether 
it be lawful and proper or not, but will run with 
the croud, I muft leave them to the judgment of 
Gop, which is according to truth.” — Upon the 
whole, I think it will appear from what hath been 
ſaid, that there is at leaſt room to hefitate about 
this amoſement, and to doubt rhe lawfulneſs of it. 
Now if any of you are brought to this ſtate of 
mind, then for you to attend upon it is «n/awftd. 
For thus St. Paul hath expreſsly determined: He. 
that doubteth, is condemned if he eat, becauſe he 
enteth not of faith: for whatſoever is not of faith 
is /in t, that is, it is a wicked thing for a perſon: 
ta 
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te do that, which he dbubrech the lawfulneſs of. 
He will be condemned of Gop, as a ſinner, if he 
ventures, out of complaiſance, falſe ſhame, or any 
other principle, to do what he knows, or even 
fuſpe#s, that Gop hath forbidden. There perhaps 
may be a few unhappy perſons, who can honeſtly 
ſay, We diſapprove ſuch dangerous amuſements, 
and would gladly abſtain from them; but we are 
ander ſubjection to huſbands, parents or maſters, 
and by their commands are ſometimes obliged to 
attend them.“ Theſe perſons are much to be piti- 
ed: and if reaſons, ſoft remonſtrances, and humble 
entreaties will not prevail upon their unreaſonable 
and tyrannical ſuperiours to excuſe them, let them 
guard their hearts with the utmoſt diligence and 
fervent prayer. Let them laboar, while in the 
| E6urts of vanity, to keep their thoughts intent up- 
on Gop and divine things. Then, it may be hoped 
that they wilt, Mike the three jewiſh youths, who 
would not worſhip the golden image, continue un- 
kurt in the fiery trial, and praiſe their God in the 
midſt of the flame. | a 
Allow me to aſk thofe, who attend this diverſion, 
Do you think a dying bed will be made eaſy and. 
comfortable by the remembratice of your attach 
Ment' to it? Will it afford you any ſatis faction 
then, that you have taken, what you now tall, 
innocent liberties ??. Or rather, will it not give you 
(as I know it hath given fome others) much pain. 
and terror, when you are entering on the etersal 
world? A lady, travelting in a ftage-coach with the 
Rev. Mr. Janes Herwey, was largely expatiating on 
the play-honſe, as ſoperidur to all othet entertain - 

We ments, 
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ments, Among other things ſhe obſerved, that 
+ there was the pleaſure of hinting on the play 
before ſhe went; the pleaſure of attending it, and 
the pleaſure of refefing upon it after ber return.“ 
Mr. Hervey told her, there was one pleaſure ſhe had 
not mentioned. The lady enquiring eagerly what 
that was, he anſwered, * Madam, the pleaſure it 
wil give you on your death-bed.” The Lady was 
ſo much ſtruck with this well-timed hint, that ſhe 
forſook the play-houſe, and ſet herſelf to purſus 
and enjoy thoſe pleaſures, which would afford her 
comfortable reflections on her death-bed. — Indulge 
me while | aſk once more, whether you think, that 
the pleas with which you now. make a ſhift, or 
endeavour, to ſatisfy your minds, will bear you out 
at the tribunal of the great Gop? Will he admit 
them as ſufficient * Dare you: venture your preſent 
comfort and everlaſting ſalvation upon them? You 
had need be yery clear, where ſo much depends. 
It: is good. to be ſure, where your eternal intereſt 
is at ſtake. Forbearance is certainly ſafeſt, And 
we cannot be too ſafe, where fin and duty, heaven 
and hell, are concerned. Happy is the man, that 
feareth always: but he that hardeneth his. heart; 
ſhall fall into miſchief.” 

; But I know, by painful obſervation» and expe- ; 
rience, how little arguments and remonſtrances of 
this kind are regarded, eſpecially. by perſons of the 
higher ranks,. when the faſhion of the age, and 
the place where they live, and their own inclina- 
tions, draw the other way. And yet,. my Brethren, 
ſo great is my regard for your beſt intereſt, that 
methinks, I. would not have you go, even to the 
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play-houſe, without learning ſomething good and 
uſeful there. Let me therefore recommend it to 
you, who after all, chuſe to attend it; that before 
the play begins or between the acts, you dwell a 
little upon ſuch reſlections as theſe. — You are 
acting a part on the great ſtage of life: a part 
aſſigned you by the inknite, eternal Jexovan, your 
creator, governor, benefactor, and judge. That he 
fits behind the ſcenes; and tho' you ſee him not, 
he ſees you, and obſerves and records all your ac- 
tions, words and thoughts: that he-is too wiſe a 
being to be deceived, and too holy and awful a 
being to be trifled with, That you may, in a 
moment, even while you are ſeeing the play, be 
called off the ſtage of life to appear before your 
judge, That you muſt give an account to him of 
all things done in the body; of your time and 
money; your thoughts and imaginations ; of the 
principles on which you have acted in life; of 
the encouragement and countenance, which you 
have given to religion, or to vice; and the good 
or injury, which you have done to the ſouls of 
others by your converſe and example. If it ſhall 
then appear, that you have acted your part well, 
and kept yourſelves pure, you will receive the ap- 
plauſe of your judge; all his ſaints and angels 
will concur in it, and you will be for ever happy. 
But if you haie acted your part ill, he will moſt 
certainly and awfully condemn you ; and you will 
have your portion with * the devil and his angels 
in everlaſting fire .“ Theſe moſt weighty ſenti- 
ments and refletions you may learn at the play- 

| hodſe. 

1 Matt, xzv, 41, 48h 
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houſe. And if you once learn and feel them, 
which I heartily pray that you may, my end will 
be anſwered : for I am perſuaded, 0 will never 
80 again oh 
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1 If che reader is deſirous of further evidence of the danger a- 
riſing from the play-houſe, I refer him to Colliers Eſſay on the 
ſtage, Dr. Charles Owen's Eſſay on the conduct of the ſtage; 
eſpecially Dr. Witherſpoon's Serious enquiry into the nature and 
effects of the ſtage,” 
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